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History of the United States I

History 1301 70
MW 7:30a.m.-8:45a.m.
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Course Information Fall 2007
Instructor:
William Allbritton

Office:

L. A.130 Schulenburg 

Campus

Office Hours: MW 7:00a.m.-7:30a.m,   

                       10:15a.m.-12:00 p.m.,
                       1:00p.m.-2:00pm.



TR    9:55a.m-10:25a.m. 

1:35p.m.-2:35p.m.



Fri.     9:30a.m.-10:00a.m.
American history class review sessions: Will be held once per unit. Sessions announced on WebCT site and/or in class. When held they will occur on Friday mornings as follows:



1301: 
Room 126

7:45a.m.-8:45a.m.

1302:
Room 126
9:00a.m.-10:00a.m. 
Phone:
979-743-5212
E-mail:
To contact me via e-mail, only use the internal e-mail feature on your class’ WebCT site.  (My external e-mail is wallbritton@blinn.edu.  This should only be used if the WebCT site is down.  Otherwise nothing should be sent here.)
WebCT Site:  http://webct.blinn.edu/
General Course Description
        History 1301 is a survey of American history that begins with the migration of people to the western hemisphere and continues through the Civil War and Reconstruction Period.  The course focuses on the periods of discovery, colonization, revolution, and nation building.  Material presented covers a wide variety of topics encompassing social, cultural, intellectual, military and political history.  Credit : 3 semester hours.

Prerequisites
Appropriate score on the THEA test or alternative test or completion of READ 0306 with a grade of “C” or better. 

Core Course

This is a Core Course in the 42-Hour Core of Blinn College.  As such, students will develop proficiency in the appropriate Intellectual Competencies, Exemplary Educational Objectives, and Perspectives.  For more information concerning the Core Course Curriculum, see the Blinn web site at: www.blinn.edu/corecurriculum.

Course Objectives/Student Learning Outcomes

The primary reason for studying American history is to gain an understanding of how and why the United States emerged and how it evolved into a modern, complex, and diverse nation.  After all, today’s society and culture are direct products of the trials, tribulations, successes, and failures of the past.  A less obvious reason, but just as important, is to realize that history is more than a simple record of past events; it is interpretation and interpretations change. Therefore, history “changes.”  Discussing why interpretations vary through the years aids in the development of critical and analytical thinking skills, which is beneficial for all intellectual pursuits.  

After completing HIST 1301, students should have a working knowledge of the following:

•
Describe the periods of discovery and colonization.

•
Summarize the causes and results of the revolution.

•
Explain the creation of the nation between 1787 and 1861.

•
Examine the social, economic and political issues that led to the Civil War and the 
consequences of the war.

•
Discuss the period of Reconstruction and its results.
Learning Activities

 
        The above topics will be presented and described using a variety of methods including, but not limited to: lectures; assigned readings from the text and other sources; class discussion; written and/or oral research projects; exercises or assessment tools which apply or teach course material; use of media such as films, tapes, the internet or computer learning programs; and guest speakers.  

Required Materials 
Every student must bring to every class:

Text:

Carnes, Mark C. and Garraty, John A.  The American Nation Vol. I: A History of the United States to 1877. 12 ed. 
CPS Response Pad (a.k.a. the clicker):

Available at bookstore.  We will have another handout and training in class on these “clickers.”   They will be used for both attendance and quizzing.  You must always bring your clicker and YOU are responsible for keeping them in working order.  (It is a good idea to keep an extra set of batteries with you at all times.)  If your clicker does not work or you forgot it you will NOT receive another chance to take the quiz and will NOT be allowed to take it on paper or in any other form or fashion.  If your clicker does not work properly you should go to the campus bookstore and discuss this problem with the bookstore staff.  
Pen and #2 pencil 

Scantrons (Large for major exams) 

All handouts, reading supplements, and most other materials will be available on the WebCT site before class.

A student MUST bring these to EVERY class, no exceptions.  
WebCT/Blackboard Site Information:

The class WebCT/Blackboard site is the default location for class information, news, and updates. Class handouts will be made available only here.  In other words, you must come here before each class to get handouts and other required materials.  If for some reason they are not available here before class then they will be given in class; otherwise it is your responsibility to get them from the site.  The instructor will attempt to update the site at least twice weekly.  Remember all official messages from the College will be sent to you Blinn e-mail account NOT the WebCT/Blackboard address.
Units*

#1

Course introduction

Native American, African, and European backgrounds

Europeans in North America

English settlements in North America

Colonial society and culture 

French and Indian War

Exam #1 (Tentatively set for September 24th)
#2
Origins of the American Revolution

The American Revolution

From the Articles to the Constitution

The Early Republic

The Jeffersonian Era

James Madison and the War of 1812

Nationalism and the Era of Good Feelings

The Marshall Court

New Democracy and Jacksonian America

Manifest Destiny

Texas

The removal of Native Americans from the Old Southwest
Rise of the Whigs

Exam #2 (Tentatively set for October 29th)

#3 
Society, economy, and technology 1800 to 1860

Slavery and the Old South

Antebellum culture, reform, and abolitionism

The Mexican War

From sectional compromise to conflict

The Civil War

Reconstruction

Review

Exam #3 (Tentatively set for December 3rd) 
Review

Comprehensive Final (7:30-9:30a.m.Wednesday, December 12th)
* All units and exam dates (except for final) are subject to change at the instructor’s discretion.  The content covered in any unit and by any exam is also subject to change at the instructor’s discretion.

Extra Points

On occasion extra points will be offered for a variety of classroom activities, usually (but not exclusively) during review for an exam.  You must be present to have an opportunity for these points, NO exceptions.  Sometimes you may be given extra credit opportunities for work outside the classroom.  If any are made available to you they will be announced in class and/or on the WebCT/Blackboard site
Requirements/Grades

You are required to check both your WebCT/Blackboard e-mail (for class information) and your Blinn College e-mail (for college information including excessive absence warnings).  
Three major exams (100 pts. ea.)-


300  pts.

Comprehensive final- 
(100pts.)


100 pts.

Daily Quizzes-




100 pts.

PowerPoint Project-




100 pts.

_______________________________________________

Total






600 points possible

A: ≥ 537; B: 536-477; C: 476-417; D:416-357; F: ≤ 356
THE GROUP PROJECT, ALL MAJOR EXAMS, AND THE FINAL MUST BE TAKEN OR YOU WILL RECEIVE AN “F” FOR THE COURSE REGARDLESS OF YOUR TOTAL POINTS. 
Major Exams and Final

Exams are mostly objective in nature.  Typically (but not necessarily) they consist of 75-100 multiple choice questions worth two points each and a one-page essay worth five points. 

PowerPoint Projects 

Students must complete a PowerPoint project this semester. Due dates will be announced in class and posted on WebCT/Blackboard site.  Students will have different due days solely based on their particular subject.  Students are responsible for completing these assignments outside of class and there are no makeups.  The instructor will assign subjects at random; no subject may be covered by more than 1 student.  

The assignment consists of three parts:

A.) 
Research, Preparation, and Instructor Approval (20 points): The student must use as sources a minimum of 3 webpages, 3 periodical (journal, magazine, or newspaper) articles, and 1 college level book on his/her subject.  Each student must turn in the 1st page of each internet site and the entire book/articles to the instructor prior to the presentation outline.  These sources must meet the instructor’s approval. After instructor approval, each student must give the instructor an outline of the presentation.  Then the student must discuss with the instructor what the presentation will encompass to ensure the student is covering the topic in an appropriate manner. A completed rough copy of the PowerPoint presentation must be e-mailed (internal WebCT/Blackboard) at least FIVE days prior to the final due date for approval of length and content. The final copy must be sent to me in the same manner by the end of the due date (11:59:59p.m.).  If the student fails to turn in the material, meet with the instructor, or turn in a copy to the instructor on time she/he will lose ALL 20 points available in part A.  
WARNING!!!!!  Remember to attach the project to your e-mail.  In previous semesters, many people sent a message without attaching the project.  This is NOT acceptable and will result in the full 20 point penalty if not corrected by the end of the date it is due.  There are no exceptions to this rule so double check your e-mail message.

B.)
The PowerPoint Presentation (50 points): No offensive language, visuals, audio, etc. will be tolerated!!!! The presentation must be informative.  Also, for your benefit the exact grading criteria for the presentation will be available on our WebCT/Blackboard site. Length will be dictated by the subject matter of your report and the amount of graphics, size of font, etc. used.

C.)
Quiz on Your Topic (30 points): Every student must take a quiz on their project subject.  These quizzes will be created by the instructor and can consist of both objective and subjective type questions.  
WARNING! If you do not complete your project you not only earn a 0 for this assignment but you also automatically fail the entire course regardless of any and all other grades.
INTERNET WARNING- Anyone with a computer and an ISP can publish a webpage.  There are many erroneous, opinionated and shocking sites on the Web.  Stick with sites from reputable sources like schools (usually ending with the domain .edu), libraries and Governmental sources (usually ending with the domain .gov) and from other highly thought of students such as the History Channel.  If you are not familiar with the validity of the site ask the instructor or use another source.  You are responsible for your choices not the instructor, so use common sense when picking your sources.  If an improper site is used it will not be accepted as a valid source and you will be expected to find another valid source within one day (real, not class) or you will receive a 20-point penalty for the assignment!
Quizzes

Quizzes will be conducted using our CPS response system.  The quizzes will be a mixture of real-time quizzes during the lecture, quizzes on assigned readings (in the text, on the Internet and on our WebCT site) and review quizzes on any class activity (like a video for example).    
Attendance Policy, Late Assignments, and  Makeup Work

The College District believes that class attendance is essential for student success; therefore, students are required to promptly and regularly attend all their classes. Each class meeting builds the foundation for subsequent class meetings. Without full participation and regular class attendance, students shall find themselves at a severe disadvantage for achieving success in college. Class participation shall constitute at least ten percent of the final course grade. It is the responsibility of each faculty member, in consultation with the division chair, to determine how participation is achieved in his or her class. Faculty will require students to regularly attend class and will keep a record of attendance from the first day of class and/or the first day the student’s name appears on the roster through final examinations. If a student has one week’s worth of unexcused absences during the semester, he/she will be sent an e-mail by the College requiring the student to contact his/her instructor and schedule a conference immediately to discuss his/her attendance issues.  Should the student accumulate two weeks worth of unexcused absences, he/she will be administratively withdrawn from class.”

 There are three forms of excused absences recognized by the institution: 

1. Observation of religious holy days – Sec. 51.911(b), Texas Education Code. An institution of higher education shall excuse a student attending classes and/or required activities, including examinations, for the observance of a religious holy day. A student whose absence is excused under this section may not be penalized for that absence and shall be allowed to take an examination or complete an assignment. The student should notify his or her instructor(s) not later than the 15th day of the semester concerning the specific date(s) that the student will be absent for any religious holy day(s); and 

2. Representing the College District at an official institutional function. If a student is asked by the College District to be an official representative of the College District at any function approved by the institution, the student will be excused from any classes missed and must be allowed to complete all work without penalty for that absence(s) in a timely manner as directed by the faculty member. 

3. A high school student representing the independent school district at an official institutional function. If a high school student is asked by the independent school district to be an official representative of the school district at any function approved by the institution, the student shall be excused from any class missed and must be allowed to complete all work without penalty for the absence(s) in a timely manner as directed by the faculty member. 

Other absences may be excused at the discretion of the faculty member.

After the first few classes roll will be taken via the CPS system.  You must arrive in class on time or notify me after class that you arrived late.  Otherwise, you will be considered absent.   If you miss a class, you must obtain lecture notes from a classmate.  Handouts, assignments, announcements, etc. may be obtained from a classmate, the WebCT/Blackboard page, or from the instructor.  You are responsible for making arrangements with the instructor for makeups (if any are necessary). 

Exams – See Student Handbook (p. 46, “Class Attendance and Absences” and p. 29, “Makeup Examinations”) for Blinn’s policy on excused/unexcused absences.  Students are only guaranteed a makeup for official excused absences.  Others will have to be evaluated on an individual basis.  
Your instructor’s policy is if you miss a major exam, you may take a make-up exam before the following class period or during the week before final exams, provided you have contacted the instructor (using only the internal e-mail on your class’ WebCT site) and informed him of the excuse and received his approval (also via the WebCT site internal e-mail).  If you do not contact the instructor and receive his approval prior to the week they are available you will receive a zero for that exam and fail the entire course.  Makeups can differ from the original tests in format and length.
Quizzes – No makeups unless you have an official excused absence for missed quizzes.    Students will have a few extra quizzes which they can drop, so if a student misses a quiz that can just be one of his/her drops.  If any student can not show up enough to receive a sufficient number of quiz grades they are missing too many classes!!!!

Please, no food, tobacco, or drink in class (except water in a clear container with a lid).  See Student Handbook (p. 48, “STUDENT RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES: STUDENT CONDUCT”) for proper conduct while on the Blinn College campus (remote sites are “Blinn College” while class is in session).  All policies will be enforced.  In addition, everyone must turn off all cell phones or any other electronic communications device while in the classroom.  Absolutely NO surfing the Web, text messaging or chatting online via laptop is allowed in class.  During class NO cell phones, or any other electronic communications device should be in view.  If they are discovered to be in view by the instructor during an exam it will result in an automatic 20% deduction from the exam grade of the responsible student.  If a student is caught using such a device to cheat see last paragraph of this section for the consequences.  If there is a legitimate reason why you absolutely cannot be cut off from the outside world for the brief period we are together, please see the instructor before class.  
New Campus Wide Cell Phone Policy:  Effective Fall 2007, all cell phones must be turned off when entering classrooms, computer labs, library, or any designated testing area in an effort to minimize disruption of the learning environment.  This also includes any text-messaging while in these areas.  If an emergency exists where the student must be accessible by phone, the student must inform his/her instructor prior to class and the phone must be set to "vibrate."  Prior approval by administration is needed to have phones turned to "vibrate" while using the library, computer labs, or designated testing areas.  

 We have a dress code and it will be enforced.  For the complete dress code see page 48 of the Student Handbook.
Scholastic dishonesty will not be tolerated.  Students caught cheating (including copying, plagiarizing) on exams, quizzes, or any other assignment will receive, at the instructor’s discretion, an “F” on that exam/quiz/assignment and possibly an “F” for the course. 
New Drop Policy
Senate Bill 1231 (passed by the 80th session of the Texas Legislature) limits the number of courses from which an institution of higher learning may allow an undergraduate student to withdraw to no more than six, including any transfer courses. SB 1231 affects any student enrolled as a first-time freshman at Blinn College and all other Texas universities and colleges, beginning in the fall 2007 semester.  
Civility Statement
Members of the Blinn College community, which includes faculty, staff and students, are expected to act honestly and responsibly in all aspects of campus life. Blinn College holds all members accountable for their actions and words. Therefore, all members should commit themselves to behave in a manner that recognizes personal respect and demonstrates concern for the personal dignity, rights, and freedoms of every member

of the College community, including respect for College property and the physical and intellectual property of others.  

If a student is asked to leave the classroom because of uncivil behavior, the student may not return to that class until he or she arranges a conference with the instructor: it is the student’s responsibility to arrange for this conference.

On-line Civility

Students should remember the above when interacting with one another (and with the instructor) inside (or outside) the on-line classroom.  In short, students should be respectful of others, both actually and virtually, whether they are interacting face to face, on the telephone, inside private mail, inside the chat room, or inside the bulletin board. Detailed on-line civility rules will be placed on our WebCT/Blackboard site for your benefit.

ADA Statement

Blinn College would like to help students with disabilities achieve their highest potential in college.  In order to receive accommodations on examinations or assignments, proper documentation must first be provided to the Office of Disability Services located (at the Brenham campus) in room 104 of the New Administration Building (979 830 4157).  The student must then self-identify and conference with the ADA office to begin receiving accommodations in a class.

Other Important Dates

Friday, August 31st 

Last day to register, change, or add classes

Friday, November 16th 
Last day to drop with a “W” grade
 

Wednesday, November 21st 
Thanksgiving Holiday begins

Monday, November 26th 
Classes Resume

Friday, December 7th  

Final Exams begin 
