ESEJLNEGE Literature Resource Center

Proven. Step-by-Step Guide to Finding Literary Criticism

Literature Resource Center is an online database that provides direct access to biographies, literary
criticism, bibliographies, work overviews, websites, and additional resources on many authors and
their works.

How to Access the Literature Resource Center

Go to the Blinn Library Homepage: http://www.blinn.edu/library/

Select “Articles & Databases.”

Select “Literature and Literary Criticism” from “Databases by Subject” list

Select “Literature Resource Center”. If you are accessing this database from off campus you will be
prompted to enter a user name (student ID #) and password (date of birth (yyyyymmadd)).

POMPE

How to Search for Literary Criticism

Step One: Type the name of the author in “person by or about” box. To narrow your search to a particular
work by that author, type the name of the work into the “name of work” box. You can also add additional
terms in the “keyword” box. Click on “Search.”
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Step Two: Works of criticism will be listed. There is also more information under the blue “Biographies” and
“Topic” tabs. Click on the individual citations for the full text in text or some in pdf format. Use can also
narrow down your list by adding additional subject headings from the left side bar.
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Step Three: By clicking on the blue, hyperlinked citations, you will be able to view the complete text of the
articles. From this screen, you will also have the options of printing the article, sending it via email, or
downloading to your computer. Look for the “Tools” box on the right side of the screen.
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Alpert Bierstadt's 'Mount Corcoran' (1878), an enormous, romantic wision of the Sierra Newvada, is perhaps the most well-
known painting of the Californian landscape. In the background, golden foothills lead away from the green pool up to a
drearny profusion of heavenly clouds. In the foreground, by contrast, we are offered precise, realistic details: a clutch of
trees, one fallen trunk in the river, perhaps the debris of the winter's flooding. A solitary bear, dwarfed by the sweeping,
dramatic landscape, comes to test the water.
A predatory world
Steinbeck opens Of Mice and Men with a similar set of symbols. Lennie Small is described 35 a bear, huge and strong yet
somehaow insignificant when framed against such an imposing landscape. His green poal is a stagnant Soledad (the ranch on
which he and his friend George find work) and the ripples he causes there come back to him. His progression from killing
mouse to dog to woman ends predictably in his own death. At the end, Lennie gazes longingly at the Gabilan mountains and
George sends him to that heaven with a gun
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Citing Full Text Articles from the Literature Resource Center

A citation for a full text journal article retrieved from a library subscription database includes additional
information such as the name of the database, the database service (e.g. Gale), the library providing access,
and the date of access. Speak to your instructor for guidelines in citing these articles. The library has copies
of various style manuals for library use and check out. The citation for your article is given at the bottom of
the page. MAKE SURE THIS IS IN THE CORRECT FORMAT. CHECK WITH YOU INSTRUCTOR.

iterature Resource Center, - Document - Microsoft Internet Explorer,

File Edit Wiew Favorites Tools Help o
. — o
o N ) 2) . - Ay 3
OBack > Iﬂ IEL‘ W) search 7 Favorkes &) g b oS! ﬁ E‘l@ 3

»
Address @ http: figo.galegroup.comips/retrieve, do?sgHitCount Type=None&sort=RELEVANCE&inPS=truegprodld=LitRC &user Groupame=txshracd 24598 ablD=T00] f&searchld=R ¥ a G0 Links EE delicious ~ o

Google |G+ v Goo g M v B+ oy Bookmarkse PHfRak L B smblocked | 0P check » 4 Autolink o Send tow Settings

et at the edges of this desperate gloom, steinbeck allows Us GMpPses of a better world. [he ranch hands play a a
horseshoe game in which Crooks is allowed to participate, and the contrived puns on stake and tenement here suggest the
possibility of holding property in common. George has progressed from an attitude in the past in Sacramento when he
exploited and ridiculed Lennie to a parental role in which he now cares for him. The novel closes with & distinction between
thase like Carlson and Curley who will never uncerstand the emotions and needs of others, and those like George and Slim
who are capable of understanding and forming friendships but who have to cope with a society 5o sickened by the struggle
to surdve that they are farced into mercy killing. Thus the glimmer of hope for a better world i3 violently extinguished.

Of Mice and Men argues that the gulf between the gritty struggle for survival and the ideal dream life can never be bridged,
except in death. While Steinbeck exposes the inequalities in society and encourages the reader to sympathise with the
plight of poor migrant workers, his depiction of the inherent will to power in human nature shows us that attempts to change
the social system will be futile. As the opening scene reminds us, men are trapped in a set of relations which work like fate.
Americans will continue to dream, like Martin Luther King, that the nation will live out the true meaning of its creed, that all
men are created equal. But for Steinbeck the American Dream of self-sufficiency and living off the fat of the land, premised
as itis an a gun culture which involves brutality and the exploitation of the weak, is doomed to failure. The magnitude of this
failure is recarded by the extent to which Lennie, a cipher far America, is denied life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness

Further reading

Proulx, A. (1992) Postcards, Scribner

Slater, J. F. {1974) 'Steinbeck's Of Mice and Men' in T. Hayashi (ed.) A Study Guide to Steinbeck, Scarecrow Press.
Duncan Reith teaches English at The Thomas Hardye School, Dorchester.
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