
Parallelism

Parallelism in writing means that similar parts in a sentence (2 or more) must have the same structure.

· Parts must be comparable and balanced.


· Allows writing to flow smoothly and helps avoid misunderstandings.

When similar parts do not follow the same structure, you have created Faulty Parallelism. To avoid faulty parallelism, use similar structures to express similar ideas.
· Put nouns with nouns

· Faulty: I enjoy basketball more than playing video games.

· Correct: I enjoy basketball more than video games.

· Put verbs with verbs (and use same tense)

· Faulty: On our anniversary, we ate, danced, and were singing.

· Correct: On our anniversary, we ate, danced, and sang.

· Put adjectives with adjectives

· Faulty: My history class was both interesting and a challenge.

· Correct: My history class was both interesting and challenging.

Areas to watch for:

· In comparisons, the items being compared must have parallel structure.

· Faulty: Driving to Austin is as fast as to fly.

· Correct: Driving to Austin is as fast as flying.

· Faulty: Buying textbooks is almost as expensive as tuition.

· Correct: Buying textbooks is almost as expensive as paying tuition.

· Correct: Textbooks are almost as expensive as tuition.

· When you present two or more items in a series joined by and or or, use similar form for each item.

· Faulty: I am doing well in my English class, in my math class, and in history.

· Faulty: I am doing well in my English class, in my math class, and my history class.

· Correct: I am doing well in my English class, in my math class, and in my history class.

Application  

Correct the faulty parallelism in the following sentences.

1. The novelty store sells hand buzzers, plastic fangs, and insects that are fake.
2. Many people share the same three intense fears: being in high places, working with numbers, and speeches.
3. To decide on a career, students should think about their interests, hobbies, and what they are skilled at.
4. Because the dying woman was dignified and had courage, she won everyone’s respect.
5. To be a better student I need to improve my attendance, how much I pay attention in class, and the way I study.
Created by D. Herring


