Helpful Spelling Rules
Below are some of the rules of spelling; although there are, of course, many exceptions to the rules, being familiar with the rules can be helpful in becoming a better speller. 
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This rule, designed to help us remember how to spell words such as receive and chief, seems so promising in its simplicity, at first.

· achieve, believe, bier, brief, hygiene, grief, thief, friend, grieve, chief, fiend, patience, pierce, priest 

· ceiling, conceive, deceive, perceive, receipt, receive, deceit, conceit 

But then things get complicated: it doesn't work with words pronounced "ay" as in neighbor, freight, beige, sleigh, weight, vein, and weigh and there are many exceptions to the rule: either, neither,  foreign, forfeit, height, leisure, weird, seize, seizure, society, and their.
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When adding an ending to a word that ends with a silent e, drop the final e if the ending begins with a vowel:

· advancing 

· surprising 

However, if the ending begins with a consonant, keep the final e:

· advancement 

· likeness 

(If the silent e is preceded by another vowel, drop the e when adding any ending: argument, argued, truly.)

Exceptions: to avoid confusion and mispronunciation, the final e is kept in words such as mileage and words where the final e is preceded by a soft g or c: changeable, courageous, manageable, management, noticeable. (The word management, for example, without that e after the g, would be pronounced with a hard g sound.)
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When adding an ending to a word that ends with y, change the y to i when it is preceded by a consonant.

· supply becomes supplies 

· worry becomes worried 

· merry becomes merrier 

This does not apply to the ending -ing, however. 

· crying 

· studying 

Nor does it apply when the final y is preceded by a vowel.

· obeyed 

· saying 
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When adding an ending to a word that ends in a consonant, we double that consonant in many situations. First, we have to determine the number of syllables in the word.

Double the final consonant before adding an ending that begins with a vowel when the last syllable of the word is accented and that syllable ends in a single vowel followed by a single consonant.
· submit is accented on the last syllable and the final consonant is preceded by a vowel, so we double the t before adding an -ing or -ed: submitting, submitted. 
· flap contains only one syllable which means that it is always accented. Again, the last consonant is preceded by a vowel, so we double it before adding  -ing or -ed: flapping, flapped. This rule does not apply to verbs that end with "x," "w," "v," and "y," which are consonants that cannot be doubled (such as "box" [boxing] and "snow" [snowing]). 
· open contains two syllables and the last syllable is preceded by a single vowel, but the accent falls on the first syllable, not the last syllable, so we don't double the n before adding an ending: opening, opened. 
· refer contains two syllables; the accent falls on the last syllable and a single vowel precedes the final consonant, so we double the r before adding an ending, as in referring, referral. The same applys to begin, as in beginner, beginning. 
· relent contains two syllables, but the final consonant is preceded by another consonant, not a vowel, so we do not double the t before adding an ending: relented, relenting. 
· deal looks like flap (above), but the syllable ends in a consonant preceded not by a single vowel, but by two vowels, so we do not double the final l as in dealer and dealing. The same would apply, then, to despair: despairing, despaired. 
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Generally, adding a prefix to a word does not change its spelling. For some reason, the word misspelling is one of the most often misspelled words in English. 

· unnecessary, dissatisfied, disinterested, misinform 
[image: image6.wmf]  “ Adding –s or –es”
The endings –s and –es are used to make the plural form of most nouns.  Add –s to most words, including words that end in o preceded by a vowel.

· Book + s = Books

· Video + s = videos

Add –es to words that end in o preceded by a consonant and words that end in s, sh, ch, or x.  

· Potato + es = potatoes

· Zero + es = zeroes

· Glass + es = glasses

· Teach + es = teaches

· Fax + es = faxes

There are, of course, always exceptions, such as pianos and solos.  
ONE FINAL NOTE:

Watch out for misspelled words that result from using the British, rather than the American, spelling of a word.  Some common differences are listed below:

	American Spelling
	British Spelling

	Canceled
	Cancelled

	Center
	Centre

	Check
	Cheque

	Color
	Colour

	Criticize
	Criticise

	Gray
	Grey

	Humor
	Humour

	Judgment
	Judgement

	Labor
	Labour

	License
	Licence

	Realize
	Realise

	Theater
	Theatre


