
Semicolons vs. Colons
I.  A semicolon has two uses:

1. To join two independent clauses into one sentence.

· We went to the store; then we went to the movies.

· She didn’t want to go; however, she had no choice.

· Must have an independent clause on both sides of the semicolon!

· Don’t join more than 2 independent clauses.

· Thoughts must be closely connected.

      2. To separate items in a list that already has commas.

· She has lived in Houston, Texas; Atlanta, Georgia; and Miami, Florida.

· For dinner, Bob ordered onion rings, extra large; steak, medium rare; and ice creams topped with nuts, whipped cream, and cherries.
II.  A colon also has two primary uses:  

1. To introduce a list.
· The following students have been selected for the team:  Josh, Andrew, and Dave.

· When using a colon to introduce a list, you must have an independent clause in front of it.  Do not use a colon after such as or for example.

· INCORRECT: We have several good restaurants, such as: Chili’s, Red Lobster, and Outback.  

2.  To announce an explanation.

· I finally have the one thing that makes me truly happy: lots and lots of money.

· She made her announcement to the entire staff:  “I quit!”

· The colon must be used after an independent clause then followed by an explanation or example of what you just wrote.

III. Application:  Insert semicolons and colons into the following sentences in the appropriate places.

1.  Jeff has many interests bicycling, racing, sculpting, and reading

2.  For lunch, I’m preparing a salad with cucumbers, peppers, and olives, a baked potato with sour cream, chives, and bacon bits, and a sandwich with ham, cheese, and mustard.

3.  She didn’t want to go to class therefore she called her teacher to get the assignment.

4.  The young girl was in tears as she told her mother how she felt about her brother “I hate him!”

5.  I finally have the pet I’ve always wanted a Beagle.  
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