BLINN COLLEGE

COUNCIL OF DIVISION CHAIRS MEETING
DATE:
February 16, 2007
PLACE:
IVC rooms, Bryan & Brenham
PRESENT:
Dr. Barbara Pearson (VP Bryan Campus), Dr. Bob Brick (Natural Science, Bryan), Dr. Thena Parrott (Allied Health, Bryan), Dr. Blanche Brick (Social Science, Bryan), Brandon Franke (ADC, Social Science, Bryan), Dennis Utley (ADC, Natural Science, Bryan),  Dr. Nancy Wright (Humanities, Bryan), Dr. Marcelo Bussiki (Fine Arts, Bryan), Linda Richardson (ADC, Natural Science, Bryan), Darryll Brandt for  Michael Schaefer (Business/Computer/Public Service, Bryan), Judy Baker (Business/Computer Science, Bryan), Ron Hammond (Math, Bryan), Theresa Wahrmund (Parallel Studies, Bryan),  Jean Westbrook (Math, Bryan), Debbi Cook-Vavra (ADC, Fine Arts, Brenham), Doug Pierce (Agriculture, Brenham), Mark Wilkening (Economics, Brenham), Martha Kline (ADC, Social Science, Brenham), Dr. Ken French (Natural Science, Brenham), Becky Garlick (Parallel Studies, Brenham), Randal Hoppens (Math, Brenham),  Mark Bernier (Humanities, Brenham), Linda Flynn (Director Library Services, Brenham)
	AGENDA
	DISCUSSION
	RECOMMENDATIONS/CONCLUSIONS

	I.  Call to Order
	Called to order at 2:25 by Dr. Blanche Brick, Chair.
	Sign-in list of attendees passed; to be forwarded to T. Parrott.

	II.  Approval of Minutes
	Minutes of January 8, 2007.
	Minutes distributed by Dr. Parrott prior to meeting.  Minutes accepted as distributed.

	III.  Old Business
       A.  Smoking/Tobacco usage on campus

      B.  Post test scores for mini-mester

      C.  Professional Development Worksheet

      D.  Internet Course Committee Report

      E.  Dual Credit Recommendations
	A.  Draft enforcement guidelines attached.  Minor correction to include American Lung Association in sentence #2.  Dr. Blanche Brick noted that it had been discussed by Executive Council and would be sent to Administrative Council for further discussion after it is reviewed by Faculty Council (they have a copy of the draft).  Dr. Pearson said that all need to help see that it is enforced and the policy as it exists is enforceable, but this document makes it a better procedure for enforcement.  

B.  Dr. Brick sent out post-test scores for the mini-mester from Math & Social Sciences; overall good post-test scores, possibly higher in some courses than long semesters.  Dr. Bob Brick asked about the drop rate for the mini-mester; slightly less per Blanche.  

C.D.E. all sent to Dr. LaCour for review—awaiting her response.
	A.  To go to Administrative Council after review by Faculty Council.  Motion to adopt by CDC—Dr. Parrott; 2nd by Dr. French; unanimously passed.  
B.  Dr. Bob Brick recommended that pre-test be done next mini-mester session.

C.D.E.  awaiting Dr. LaCour’s response.  

E.  Mr. Bernier said that a report from the high schools is due 4/1; should it be moved up to 3/1?  Motion made by Mr. Bernier; 2nd by Mr. Hoppens; unanimously passed.

	IV.  New Business
       A.  Faculty Handbook regulation on cell phones
       B.  Revisit Load Reduction Formula
       C.  Textbook selection
       D.  Nominations for Great Teaching Roundup
       E.   Turn-It-In
. 
	A. Question posed by Dr. French as to meaning of “disengaged”—said it could mean several things to students and wants faculty to be in agreement as to meaning.  Most say disengaged either means off or on silent, so as not to be a disruption of class, laboratory, or library activities.  Most agree that it is a civility issue if student is noncompliant.     

B.  Mr. Hammond said it has been 2 years since the last review of the Load Reduction Formula for DC’s and that it needs to be revisited.  Dr. Brick asked for a committee to do so.  
C.  Dr. Blanche Brick asked for clarification of understanding of policy for textbooks for a course set—could there be more than one?  Group said no, per policy, same text for course set on a campus; doesn’t apply to Inet courses.
D.  Dr. Brick asked that any nominations for Great Teaching Roundup be sent to her, so that they can be sent to Dr. LaCour and PDC.  She said to remember that NISOD is coming up in May.
E.  Mr. Bernier asked how many were using Turn-It-In.com for checking for plagiarism.  2 divisions are currently using it.  He reported that the license cost is $1000/year + $1500 for WebCT integration.  Some reported that they were using MyDropBox.com or others for the same purpose of checking students’ papers for plagiarism.  Dr. Brick suggested that some check with the book vendor representatives at TCCTA next week for other ideas.  
	A.  Dr. French & Mr. Bernier are to rewrite the existing policy for clarification and send forward to all CDC’s before submission to Executive Council.

B.  Mr. Hammond, Dr. Bob Brick, & Mr. Hoppens will review and bring back to April CDC meeting.
C.  No further action needed—clarification
D.  Nominations to be sent to Dr. Brick.
E.  Mr. Bernier said they will continue with the subscription to Turn-It-In and others are welcome to use it on their license.


	V.  Announcements
	
	Mr. Bernier—Need volunteers to help with UIL on 3/23-24, 3/30, 4/13-14.
Dr. Bob Brick—Need volunteers to help with Science Olympiad on 3/3.

Dr. Wright—announced that English Department is co-hosing the College Conference of Teachers of English at the CS Hilton on 3/1-3.

	VI.  Meeting adjournment & next meeting
	Meeting adjourned at 4:15pm.
	Motion—Dr. Bob Brick; 2nd by Mr. Hammond.


Respectfully submitted,

Thena E. Parrott, PhD, RN (Recording Secretary)

