Blinn College Faculty Council
April 17, 2009

Minutes

The meeting was called to order by Grady Hendricks at 2:09 pm.  The meeting was held via teleconference.  There were 24 in attendance from Bryan and 4 from Brenham.

The minutes from the January meeting were distributed and they have been posted on the webpage and in eCampus.  Tim Hardy moved to approve the minutes.  The motion was seconded by John Purcell and passed with no objection.

Reports of Special Committees

Committee on Addition of Dead Day (Nilsa Perez-Cabrera, Chair)
Grady Hendricks reported that the Administrative Council agreed to send our recommendation of a Dead Day to the Calendar Committee.  Dr. Harris has been appointed to chair the sub-committee to look into the feasibility of adding a Dead Day to the calendar.
Constitution Committee (Bill Sweet, Chair)

The text of the constitution will be modified to reflect the change in name from Faculty Council to Faculty Senate and the addition of the office of Parliamentarian.  These changes will be voted on at the next meeting.  

Committee on Faculty Titles (Darren Pierson, Chair)

Kristin Stoley moved that we either pursue this issue strongly or drop it completely.  Roxanne Brown seconded this motion and it passed with no objections.  Robert Young volunteered to lead this effort.  It was pointed out that a Masters degree is the required or terminal degree for someone teaching in most academic fields and that a Bachelors degree is the requirement is some Allied Health fields.
Faculty Teaching Load/Compensation Committee (Roxanne Brown, Chair)

A committee appointed by the Administrative Council consisting of Grady Hendricks, Roxanne Brown, Bob Brick, and Van Miller has finalized the proposal.  The 2/3 equivalency will be used for lab hours that involve preparation equivalent to an additional course and the 1/2 equivalency will be used when the instructor is there mainly to monitor the progress of the students.  This would include hours where faculty members are required to tutor students in a campus learning lab.  Tim Hardy will talk with Theena Parrott to determine how this will affect Allied Health.  There has been no commitment from the Administration but the committee is hopeful of having this resolved by Fall.  
Grady Hendricks read the following resolution and Karen Anglin moved that it be passed.  Robert Young seconded the motion and it passed with no opposition.
Resolution:  The Faculty Council appreciates the efforts of the administration to devise a plan for instituting a consistent framework for determining full-time faculty workload and part-time compensation. 

Recognizing the difficulties of implementing such a plan immediately, the Faculty Council expresses its understanding that a phased-in plan may be necessary.

In any such plan, however, we expect that a formula based framework for full-time workloads would be implemented first, with the understanding that overlads will be required during a transitional period.  A gradual phase-in of the application of the formula-based framework to part-time compensation would be acceptable, with a commitment to full implementation.

Office-Hour Committee (Abby Baumgardner, Chair)

The committee cannot make a recommendation about office hours until the workload issue is finalized. 
Unfinished Business

Response to Faculty Evaluation Proposal (Karen Anglin)

Summer School Services (Kristin Stoley)  

Grady Hendricks will ask for support from the Council of Division Chairs on this issue.  The library announced that it will be open on Fridays when there are classes scheduled.

Sick-Leave Policy (Karen Anglin)

Medical Coverage for Part-Time Faculty (Gilbert Schorlemmer)

New Business

Rosters

Kristin Stoley moved that Grady Hendricks commit to asking that attendance and grade rosters in BORIS be sorted before we are expected to enter information.  Robert Young seconded the motion and it passed with no objections.

Handguns on campus

It was reported that TCCTA was recommending that we let our legislators know we are opposed to allowing handguns on campus.  Robert Young moved that Grady Hendricks send out an e-mail asking faculty members to e-mail our legislators.  Tim Hardy seconded the motion and it passed with no objections.

Grading Day

Kristin Stoley moved that we ask the deadline for grades be extended to the second full day after the last final is scheduled.  Tim Hardy seconded the motion and it passed with no objections.

Adjournment

Stan Kubicek moved the meeting be adjourned at 3:35.  Angela Lawrenz seconded the motion and it passed with no objections.
