Minutes of the Faculty Council Meeting held Monday January 6th, 2003 on the Bryan Campus.

Meeting was called to order by the President, Terry Honan.

· Minutes from the previous semester’s session along with a copy of the New Faculty Council Home Page Distributed.

Old Business:
Issue of the Full Calendar Day between the Completion of Finals and the Deadline for Grades.

· Was presented to the Administrative Council where it was generally well received.

· Sent to the Calendar Committee.

· Has been incorporated into the Summer 2003 schedule but has not yet been done so for the Spring or Fall terms.

· Changes were made based on a change of “policy”.  No formal proposition put forward to establish this guideline.

Issue of Calling More than One Faculty Council Meeting Per Semester

· Discussed with respect to New Business

Web Page Approved

· The Administrative Council approved the posting of a Web Page for Faculty Council use.

· Web Page is up and running with limited content at this point.

· Accessible under Employee Information from Blinn’s Home Page.

· Faculty should check for errors or updates with respect to Division Representatives and send those to Terry Honan at <thonan@blinn.edu>.

· Electronic version of the Faculty Constitution posted.

· Issues with respect to this to be addressed as new business.

· Web Site will not be interactive.  Comments or concerns with respects to individual issues should be directed to Division Representatives via e-mail.

Smoking Issue

· Not resolved.

· Bryan Campus Police would be willing to ticket for violations.

· May have to be addressed as a Campus-by-Campus issue.

· Tabled for later discussion and submission of a clearer motion.

New Business:

Elections for Next Year

· Nominations requested for Secretary (from the Brenham Campus)

· Scott Baehren, Social Sciences Division

· Nominations closed

· Vote taken: unanimous approval

· Nominations requested for President Elect (from the Bryan Campus)

· Terry Honan, Natural Sciences Division

· Nominations closed

· Vote taken: unanimous approval

Faculty Council Constitution

· Terry Honan explained that when a copy of the constitution was requested for the Web Page, it was determined that the version currently in effect is a number of years old and does NOT reflect the changes that were thought to have been approved.  

· Mr. Barkman explained at an Administrative Council meeting that the copy we were given was the last one that was approved by the board.

· The Faculty Council was not aware that our modified constitution was not in effect.

· A decision was made to hold another Faculty Council Meeting prior to the last Administrative Council Session of the Semester so that this issue can be addressed and brought forward to the Administrative Council.

· Faculty should read the current constitution posted on the Web Site.

Insurance and Human Resources Issue

· Clarification was requested as to why Human Resources deny employee compensation when that person utilizes alternate means for insurance (spouse coverage).

· It was the consensus that since these benefits are funded by the state that the College has no say in the distribution of funds and that it is most likely a “use it or loose it” issue.

Signs for Bryan Campus

· Request for clearer signs to identify buildings on the Bryan Campus.

Health Concern

· It was questioned as to the possibility of getting healthier eating options for lunch.

· It was noted that Subway had backed out when their contract was renegotiated.

· Terry Honan will bring up this issue so that Faculty have a better understanding of how the selection process is made so that we can determine if future changes are possible.

Natural Science Division Course Load Reduction 

· This is a request brought forth by science faculty to change the current course of 4/3 to 3/3.

· The reason stems from the fact that science courses are 4 credit hours which equate to 6 contact hours per week and not 4.  This is a function of the laboratory requirements for these courses.

· Blinn does not have a policy in place for the equivalence of lab hours.

· Terry Honan made a motion that a committee be formed to accumulate data in support of this recommendation so that it might be formally brought forward.

· Committee approved and members appointed.

· Charles Heller, Brenham

· Steve Rathbone, Bryan

· Ed Shanley, Bryan

· John Holman, Bryan

· Vicki Sharpe Kirkpatrick

Possible Dead Day

· The question was asked if there was any possibility of getting an extra day between the last day of class and the first day of finals.

· It was suggested that this was a campus-by-campus issue and that with other considerations taken into account in final scheduling that this was probably not possible at this time.

Faculty Overload Pay

· This issue surrounds the fact that faculty overload pay (for full-time faculty) is not the equivalent of that given to part-time faculty for the same course load.  It is however if that course happens to be an Internet course.

· Terry Honan mentioned that this issue has been brought forth previously and no action has been taken as yet.

· With the recent developments regarding the Faculty Constitution, it was even questioned as to whether or not the Council had the right to discuss such issues that relate to pay.

· A motion was brought forth to form a committee to establish a formal motion to be brought forth the mid-semester meeting.

· Committee established.

· Chairman appointed to draft the proposal – Scott Baehren

· Faculty should address comments regarding this issue to Scott.

Attendance Policy

· This was tabled at the last meeting.

· Do to lack of interest and time constraints it was decided that this issue could be brought up at a future time.

Meeting Adjourned.

Minutes respectfully submitted
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